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Background

Evolution from local authority IWUL 
conditions to IWRMP



Section 21 water uses
11 Section 21 Water Uses have been identified in the NWA. 

These uses are regulated under Chapter 4 of the NWA. 

v A: abstraction
v B: storing
v C and I: impeding, altering, diverting
v D: stream flow reduction activity
v E: engaging in controlled activity eg irrigation
v F: discharging
v G: disposing
v H: disposing of heated waste
v J: removing underground water
v K: recreation



Sewage effluent 
discharge (21f)

Landfill site (21g)

Water 
supply (21a 
and b)

Sewer leaks and blockages

Stormwater and 
erosion control

Groundwater protection

Diffuse pollution

Urban greening

WUA and IWRM through an IWRMP

Waste minimisation

Information Management System

Monitoring

Road crossing 
(21c and i)
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Issues: land, 
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There are currently 284 Local Authorities in South Africa, 
falling within approximately 1 950 quaternary catchments 

in 19 WMAs



IWRM
v IWRM is defined in the NWRS

v IWRM seeks to reach an appropriate balance 
between the need to protect and sustain water 
resources on the one hand, and the need to 
develop and use them on the other i.e. IWRM 
enables a Local Authority to provide services to 
all sectors within its area of jurisdiction but 
without comprising either environmental integrity 
or human health. 



w Resource conservation and utilisation

w Waste management and pollution control



w Land use planning and development
Worldwide, at least one third of all developed urban land is 

devoted to roads, parking lots, and other motor vehicle 
infrastructure (NRDC website).



Issues: land, 
air, water, 
social

How can these 
scenarios be 
avoided?



IWRMP
v An IWRMP is a plan aimed at dealing with the 

socio-economic, technical, financial, institutional 
and environmental issues as they pertain to 
management of the water resource. 

v The primary objective of the Guideline is to 
assist a Local Authority to develop an IWRMP to 
facilitate implementation of IWRM and apply for 
a water use authorisation


