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Best Practices in Wastewater Treatment

Having the appropriate strategic plans in place (for 

implementation) to ensure that the wastewater treatment 

will be managed to meet its legal, environmental, societal 

and financial objectives.

This would require an assessment of the RISKS to and 

OPPORTUNITIES for the business viz., financial, 

environmental, public health, effects of increased growth, 

treatment capacities and asset management





ATHLONE WWTW



CHALLENGES

Å Effluents which are non-compliant with DWAF stds

Å Disposal of wastewater sludge to land

ÅStockpiled sludge in lagoons and maturation ponds

ÅStormwater infiltration into sewers

ÅLack of sufficiently skilled staff with the resultant sub-standard     

operation or maintenance

Å Capital funding requirements remain high



ÅOdour control

ÅSeveral WWTWôs are approaching or have reached capacity
ÅHousing developments in certain areas are outpacing the ability to 

provide adequate treatment capacity ïexample is the Northern 

Corridor approaching the proposed Fisantekraal WWTW, Potsdam, 

Bellville and Zandvliet WWTW

ÅEquipment is ageing and some needs to be replaced

ÅRisk of asset stripping through sustained inadequate capital funding

CHALLENGES cont.














