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Overview 

Â Amatola Water approached WISA with a proposal to 
host a wastewater conference in the Eastern Cape  
for the region from an activity identified in its 
Corporate Scorecard

Â Need was identified all over the country and hence a 
national conference was planned

Â Amatola Water and WRC formed a partnership with 
WISA to organise this national event 

Â The technical conference programme was custom 
designed to open debate on critical aspects in this 
sector on an ongoing basis

Â We hoped to get 140 delegates ïbut closed 
registration at 210 delegates

Â 205 delegates attended!



Session 1: Opening

Â Mayor of Amathole District Municipality ïMr S 
Somyo gave an insightful address on the challenges 
faced in this region.

Â DWAF DG ïMr Jabu Sindane challenged the 
audience to mobilise the sector to address the skills 
shortage and O&M issues referring to a study 
commissioned to assess the status quo of 
wastewater treatment plants in South Africa.
ïTechnical skills development

ïLearning academy ïincubator for graduates

ïConservation training 



Session 1: Opening

Â Our honourable Premier Balindlela graced the 
audience with her wonderful stage personality:
ïThe beautiful stories ïReflecting on how young girls 

struggle fetching water and how they are distracted by the 
boys 

ïNot sufficient women representation in the sector
ïThe Umzimvubu River Catchment development as part of 

ASGISA
ïEducating people in water conservation
ïAddressing the backlog (bucket eradication system 

eradication, water and sanitation provision by 
municipalities

Â Dr Snyman presented the detailed status quo study 
to set the technical scene



Technical sessions

ÂCustom designed programme to 
address:
ïLegal drivers

ïEnvironmental drivers

ïEmbracing the opportunities

ïAppropriate technologies

ïHR and O&M Issues

ïFinancial issues



Some critical issues from 
the Technical sessions

Â Legal compliance
ïCo-operative governance

ïFuture initiatives by DWAF

Â Environmental drivers
ïShocking results presented by Jay Bhagwan, Pumza Gasa 

Lubelwana, Alan Carter and Jonathan Timm

ïImpact of inadequate sanitation service provision on the 
environment and the society are clear

Â Embracing the opportunities
ïPositive spin offs ïusing wastewater for development and 

growth including job creation

ïUse of treated wastewater ïdebate!


