COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS

Name of Branch or Division:

KwaZulu Natal

Period covered:


15 September 2005 to 15 February 2006.

For meeting of council on:

23 February 2006

Report:

Linda Ndlela of Ethekwini Metro has agreed to join our committee. In spite of the large committee, there are often not more than four members at a meeting, so a large committee ensures more members present at committee meetings. It may however be necessary to reassess the committee as some members have attended very few or no meetings during 2005.

 General and Technical Division Meetings:

On 31 October 2005 we were privileged to welcome the President of WISA and the WISA CEO to the KZN area. Gordon Borain, our Vice Chairman hosted the President and CEO on the first day, taking them on a tour of the DWR plant and the Wiggins Water Works. In the afternoon they had a meeting with Neil McCleod, City Engineer of eThekwini Metro. 

In the evening they attended a KZN committee meeting, which gave the committee the opportunity to raise matters pertaining to Head Office. The President and CEO then gave a presentation in which we were introduced to the HO staff and the new Head Office premises and were informed of the new and exciting vision that they have for WISA. On the second day, the President and CEO visited Mr Mzimkhulu Msiwe, General Manager of Operations, Umgeni Water in the morning, followed by a meeting with the Conference organisers for the WISA 2006 Conference and some of the organising committee members.

General Meetings held during this period were:

· 26 October: Presentations by members of the Pollution Research Group, University of KZN. Three of the researchers from PRG made presentations on work in which they are currently involved. These proved most interesting and looked at different aspects of wastewater and effluent treatment, including methods of assessing the energy consumption for the different treatment options as well as novel treatment processes.

· 2 November: Visit to the Backroom of uShaka Marine World. This popular visit was also undertaken last year, but due to demand, was repeated this year. The tour included visits to the water recycle plants used by the aquarium, including technologies such as protein skimmers and ozone.

General meetings planned for this year include:

· 16 March: Catchment management talk. This meeting will also be used to award the certificates to students who passed the WISA Water Treatment course.

· Possibly around June or July: Visit to Mondi.

· Possibly August: Organise a presentation by Dr Lingum Pillay on recent advances into membrane treatment and the status of his research into this field.

· Possibly August or September: Visit to SAB.

· Possibly October or November: Presentation by DWAF representative giving a general overview on water and sanitation infrastructure with relevance to what The Government’s plans are.

Committee Meetings:

Committee meetings were held on 10 October 2005, 31 October 2005 and 13 February 2006. 

The present Committee is;

Sue Freese (Chairman)


Dave Nozaic






Gordon Borain (Vice Chairman)

Raj Ramchurran (CWSS)

Chris Fennemore (Treasurer)

Arnold Ramchunder (Water Distribution)

Colin Howarth



Kevin Treffery-Goatley

Des Kerdachi



Dirk Welgemoed

Neil McNab



Pat Reddy







Steph Walsh (Secretary).

KZN Branch Finances:

There have been some problems experienced in the handover over of the KZN books from the previous Treasurer to the new Treasurer. Most of these appear to have been resolved, but we are still awaiting FICA clearance before the new treasurer can get signing power on our account.

WISA 2006:

This is progressing well and many arrangements are reaching advanced stages. Papers are being received, but so far only around two thirds of the papers have been submitted, despite the deadline having passed already. The final deadline for acceptance of papers is 17 February, provided that authors have requested an extension. Most of the sites for the exhibition have been sold, but it may be possible to obtain some additional sites depending on how many exits are required in terms of safety regulations etc. Arrangements for the various technical tours are progressing well. 
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