COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS

Name of Branch or Division: Western Cape Branch Committee

Period covered:  16 September 2005 to 23 February 2006 
For meeting of Council on: 23 February 2006.

Report:

Committee Meetings:
The Committee consists of:

John Clayton
(Chairman)


Danie Klopper

Dave Crombie 




Gareth McConkey


Marle Kunneke 




Erich Schmollgruber
No committee meetings were held during this period.

General Meetings:

Two General Meetings were held; details are given below.

3 November 2005: Berg River Dam

On 3 November 2005, a tour was arranged to view progress at the Berg River Dam. This is one of the premier water projects in South Africa at present and is important for the Western Cape’s stressed water supply situation. The BWP will augment the yield of the Western Cape Water System by 81 million m3 to 523 million m3 per year by 2007
Mike Killick of the City of Cape Town delivered a talk on the impact of the dam on the water supply to the Western Cape and how it affects the City’s infrastructure planning. Nigel Rossouw of TCTA spoke on some of the environmental issues and how the project involves the various stakeholders and local community. Tente Tente of TCTA finished by providing us with information about some of the technical aspects and construction features of the project. TCTA then conducted a tour of the works, taking us onto the dam wall to view the construction currently in progress. 

Dr Marlene van der Merwe-Botha and Wallace Mayne were present at the meeting, as part of their national Presidential tour. Marlene took the opportunity to update Western Cape members on happenings and new initiatives within WISA during 2005. A patron member certificate was also handed over to Peter Flower of Bulk Water, City of Cape Town – the City has recently become a patron member of WISA, which is greatly appreciated by WISA.

TCTA kindly sponsored the afternoon, providing refreshments both on arrival and after the tour. The event was attended by about 40 people.
8 December 2005: Caltex Refinery water re-use

Following on the water re-use theme that proved to be a popular topic early in 2005, a general meeting was held at Athlone Sewage Works on 8 December 2005 to cover the new water re-use project being employed by Caltex Refinery (now Chevron Texaco). The project, being managed by Improchem, involves re-use of the final effluent from the Potsdam WWTW in the refinery. Dissolved air flotation and membrane technology is being employed; the plant was being commissioned in December 2005.

Ralph Richardson from Improchem gave a presentation on the project and the services that Improchem offer. The afternoon was well attended and refreshments were kindly provided by Improchem. A follow-up visit to the working plant is planned for 2006. 
Other initiatives
Nothing to report

Changes to committee:

There have been no changes to the committee.
Finances:

The Western Cape currently has a positive balance of R 8 851.00.
John Clayton : Chairman
This report must be submitted in electronic form to the Secretary of WISA at wisa@wisa.co.za at least ten days before the meeting of Council so that it can be circulated with the Council Agenda


