COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS

Name of Branch or Division:
KwaZulu Natal

Period covered:


3 May to 15 September 2004.

For meeting of council on:
16 September 2004

Report:

A committee meeting was held on 14 September 2004 at the Ethekwini Durban Metro Offices in Scott Road, Pinetown. Discussed at the meeting was the possibility of asking the President to be a speaker at a general meeting on 4th October when he makes his scheduled visit to the KZN Branch. This would afford him and the CEO an opportunity to meet with more of the KZN Branch members than just the committee members. The topic of WRC funding and the current focus of the WRC in terms of research was thought to be an interesting topic.

General and Technical Division Meetings:

A general meeting was scheduled for 11 August to Mondi Merebank, but it was not possible to organise this with Mondi. As discussed above, the possibility of combining the President’s visit with a general meeting is being considered. Arrangements for a general meeting consisting of a visit to the uShaka Marine World complex are underway and that is planned to take place later in October.

The AGM has been scheduled for 24 November and will be combined with the awards ceremony for the N3 Water and Wastewater Courses run by Dirk Welgemoed. A short committee meeting will precede the AGM.

The problem of shortage of funds in the KZN Branch was discussed and it has been decided that on a biannual (twice yearly) basis, the KZN branch will run half or full day workshops/seminars for which an attendance fee will be charged. These will provide our local members with quality information and help boost our financial reserves. The first seminar has been tentatively arranged for February or March next year and we will invite 4 or 5 of the best papers presented by local people at the WISA 2004 Conference.

The Water Distribution Division is in the process of arranging a 1 day seminar on pipe line design for late October or early November.

Stander Evening: When discussed with the committee, it was agreed that the KZN Branch would not be able to afford the catering costs of hosting a video conference of the Stander Presentation.

Changes to committee:

The position of Vice Chairman is still open, and although possible candidates have been identified, they were not present at our committee meeting on 14th September. Hopefully this position will be filled at our AGM, if not before.

KZN Branch Finances:

Our financial system has eased with the amount deposited by HO. However, at the end of the year we will again have the expenses of paying Dirk Welgemoed R1500 for his services in running the Water and Wastewater courses for this seminar and the prizes for the top academic and practical students (R600). The KZN Branch would therefore like to request an additional amount towards our training budget of R2100.

WISA 2006:

Dave Nozaic informed the KZN Branch committee that he has not quite finalised the organising committee for WISA 2006, but he has had offers from PCOs, which he will discuss with the CEO. The Durban ICC has been booked for 19 to 24 May 2006.
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