WISA COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES & DIVISIONS

	Name of Branch or Division
	FREE STATE BRANCH

	Period covered
	From: May 2005
	To: August  2005

	For meeting of Council on
	15 September 2005


Report

Changes in Committee:
Me. Gerda Venter from DWAF Free State joined recently.

Current Membership:
No comment. 

New Members:

No comment.
Activities for the Period:



· Committee meetings

A meeting was held on 26 May 2005 at the offices of Bloem Water in Bloemfontein to do the planning for our next meeting in Kururman. The issues of membership and marketing of WISA were discussed. It was mentioned that a lot of municipalities are or were corporate members, but are not taking part actively at all. In some cases employers are not willing to allow employees to take part in WISA activities. It was decided to ask Council to address this issue on a national basis. And the name of Mr John Connely of SAWA was mentioned as a possibility of someone who cam help with marketing WISA. 

Another meeting was held on 11 August 2005 at Afriwater in Sandton. The aim was to plan our next meeting. Mention was made about a DWAF utility in 2008, and it was suggested that WISA should be involved. Unfortunately we did not have much information about the issue. 

· Meeting at Kuruman on groundwater.

Mr Albertus Lombaard, a geohydrologist from Aqua Earth Consulting had a presentation on the relevance of groundwater in the RSA. In the Northern Cape a lot of towns, like Kuruman, are dependant on groundwater. He mentioned that 280+ towns, and 14000 rural villages in the country use groundwater. He also told us about the distribution of water on earth as well as some thoughts on the groundwater development sequence.

The meeting was also addressed by mr Cecil Less, a Borehole Specialist, from the same consultancy. He shared some information about groundwater exploration studies, geophysical methods, definitions and the value and application of pump tests with us.


