COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS

Name of Branch or Division:

KwaZulu Natal

Period covered:


17 May to 14 September 2005.

For meeting of council on:

15 September 2005

Report:

The two resignations from the KZN Branch that occurred earlier this year have resulted in a need for additional committee members. As reported at the last meeting, we were fortunate enough to have Chris Fennemore join our Branch Committee a few months ago and since then we have had Neil McNab, an active member in the CWSS technical division agree to serve on our committee. We have no doubts that Neil will be a very valuable addition to our committee. 

 General and Technical Division Meetings:

A general meeting was held on 6 July at the Durban Water Recycling (Veolia Water) at eThekwini Southern Wastewater Works at Merewent. The meeting was kindly sponsored by Zetachem.

A General meeting has also been planned for 26 October. The title of this meeting is “Improving the efficiency of the Durban water systems” and Prof Buckley and various other members of the Pollution Research Group will be giving presentations on this topic.

Efforts are being made to have a repeat of the very successful “Backroom Tour” of Sea World at the uShaka Marine Complex. Last year this tour was organised as one of our general meetings and proved so popular that a number of people had to be turned away. 

Our AGM is scheduled for 23 November.

Committee Meetings:

A Branch committee meeting was held on 17 August at the eThekwini Water Services Offices in Pinetown. 

KZN Branch Finances:

There have been some problems experienced in the handover over of the KZN books from the previous Treasurer to the new Treasurer, which are presently receiving attention. It would appear that some invoices have been mislaid and there are some matters that require clarity, but it is hoped that once the previous Treasurer returns from his vacation, we will be able to resolve these. HO kindly deposited money into our account a few months back to meet the payments of the WISA training courses and we were able to gain sponsorship for the last General Meeting which relieved some pressure on our finances.

Media Liaison Officer:

At the request of HO to appoint a Media Liaison Officer for the Branch, the committee decided that the best person would be the Chairman. All requests for information will in future be passed via the Chairman.

WISA 2006:

Organisation of the WISA 2006 Conference is proceeding well, despite the fact that the PCO had to be changed as a result of ill health. The new PCO, Nina Freyton-Pretorius is both capable and efficient and the previous PCO, Sue Dungan is attending Organising Committee meetings to ensure continuity.

Organisation of the Technical Programme is also proceeding well. To date 229 papers have been received and based on requests received we can expect to receive a few more papers in the near future, although the official deadline for submission of abstracts is well past. However, we will not be able to accept late submissions for very much longer as the process will be too far advanced.

The technical committee held a meeting 22 August at which categorisation of the papers into suitable sections was finalized and a preliminary programme drawn up. Efforts have been made to ensure that wherever possible concurrent sessions will not be cause a conflict in interest in terms of the target audiences. 

Arrangements are also underway to organise the technical tours. 
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