COUNCIL REPORT FORM FOR BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS

Name of Branch or Division: Western Cape Branch Committee

Period covered:  17 September 2004 to 16 February 2005 
For meeting of Council on: 17 February 2005.

Report:

Committee Meetings:

The Committee consists of:

John Clayton
(Chairman)


Danie Klopper

Dave Crombie 




Gareth McConkey



Farouk Robertson (Secretary)


Marle Kunneke

Randall Adriaans 



Erich Schmollgruber



Kevin Samson





General Meetings:

Two General Meeting were held; details are given below.

On 7 October 2004, a general meeting was held at the CSIR in Stellenbosch. The topic for the afternoon was Groundwater. Talks were given by Gideon Tredoux, Sumaya Clarke and Julian Conrad. This meeting coincided with the president’s annual visit. The afternoon was sponsored by SAME and Roger Parsons.

On 11 November 2004, a general meeting was held at UCT. The topic for the afternoon was computer modelling related to salinity of watercourses and the effect of final effluent on estuaries. Chris Herold demonstrated his salinity modelling package whereafter Dirk van Driel illustrated his modelling of the effect of Pottsdam effluent on the Rietvlei estuary. The Western Cape AGM was held after the talks. Ninham Shand sponsored the afternoon.

Parliamentary Portfolio Committee

On 6 October 2004, the chairman attended a presentation by the WRC to the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee, the topic being future research focus by WRC. A brief meeting was held with Connie September after the presentation, where WISA re-iterated its willingness to support the committee in an advisory capacity. Ms September has since formally responded, confirming her intention to maintain close ties.

Changes to committee:

Erich Schmollgruber has joined the committee; Erich is a private consultant specializing in design and erection of wastewater systems for small communities and industries.

Other activities:

On 5 October 2004 the chairman attended the handover of the annual WRC report to parliament together with Tony Bowers. 

On 21 October 2004, the Stander Evening proceedings were broadcast from Gauteng to CSIR Stellenbosch and Durban. The Western Cape function also included a lecture by a young researcher from Stellenbosch, Mesuli Mbanjwa, adding a local flavour to the event. The event was attended by about 40 people.

Finances:

The Western Cape currently has a positive balance of approximately R 9 090.00.

John Clayton : Chairman
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